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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SOUTHPORT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH 

COMMITTEE. 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1941  has  been  still  further  cut  in 
accordance  with  recommendations  received,  but  the  facts  and  figures  as 
they  are  published  in  ordinary  times  have  been  recorded  and  are  available 
for  reference. 

During  1941  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  births  regis¬ 
tered  in  the  town;  the  general  death-rate  was  the  lowest  for  the  past 
five  years. 

Despite  the  present  conditions  the  general  health  of  the  community 
was  good  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  E.  FITZGERALD, 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  statistics  as  they  relate  to  the 
country  and  includes  the  comparative  figure  for  Southport.  The  birth-rate 
for  Southport  during  1941  was  9.94  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
9.84  in  1940.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  57  per  1,000  iive  births  as 
compared  with  43  in  1940,  the  latter  figure  being  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  Southport. 

The  death-rate  was  14.8  per  1,000  population  and  compares  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  similar  figures  over  the  previous  five  years.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  population  is  still  heavily 
weighted  in  the  higher  age  groups. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


126  C.Bs. 

148  Smaller 

England 

and  Great 

Towns 

London 

and 

Towns 

Resident  Pop. 

Adm. 

Southport. 

Wales. 

including 

25,000-50,000 

County. 

London. 

1931  Census. 

Rates 

P 

er  1,000  Pop 

ulation. 

Live  Births  . 

14-2 

14-7 

16-4 

8-9 

9-9 

Still  Births 

0-51 

0-58 

0-60 

0-33 

0-42 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

12-9 

14-9 

13-0 

16-3 

14-8 

Paratyphoid 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

* — 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0-03 

0-03 

0-03 

0-02 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

0-00 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0-06 

0-07 

0-06 

0-04 

0-03 

Diphtheria 

0-07 

0-08 

0-06 

0-03 

0-06 

Influenza 

0-19 

0-17 

0-20 

0-15 

0-17 

Notifications  : — 
Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-47 

1-49 

1-51 

1-01 

3-99 

Diphtheria 

1-25 

1-53 

1-19 

0-93 

2-45 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-03 

0-02 

0-03 

0-04 

0-03 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

0-09 

0-12 

0-09 

0-05 

0-29 

Erysipelas 

0-30 

0-36 

0-27 

0-50 

0-37 

Pneumonia 

1-25 

1  *53 

1-04 

1-07 

1-64 

Cerebro-  Spinal  Fever 

0-25 

0-31 

0-20 

0-30 

0-38 

Whooping  Cough 

4-39 

4-37 

4-50 

3-50 

5-57 

Measles 

10-33 

8-27 

10-47 

4-77 

8-18 

Rates 

P 

er  1,000  Live 

Births 

Deaths  under  1  year  of 

age  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

59 

71 

56 

68 

57 

and  Enteritis  under 

• 

2  years  of  age 

5-1 

7-5 

4-6 

6-8 

2-1 

Ra 

tes  per  1,000 

Total  Births 

(Live  and  Sti 

11) 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-48 

0-85 

Others 

1-75 

N 

ot  available 

1-70 

Total 

2-23 

2-55 

Notifications  : — 
Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

j*  11-91 

15-64 

9-43 

2-29 

19*3 

10-22 

A  dash  ( — )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water.— The  exceptionally  high  state  of  organic  purity  of  the  water 
supply  was  maintained. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  cesspools  were  abolished  in  1941.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  still  served  by  cesspools  is  160. 

Sanitary  Inspection.— The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  made 
27,223  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year.  Of  these,  1,558  were  made  as 
a  result  of  complaints  received  from  the  public.  The  routine  inspection  of 
premises  accounted  for  4,014  visits.  Sanitary  defects  remedied  were  as 
follows :  — Houses  redrained  or  drains  amended,  243 ;  building  and  altering 
w.c.’s,  225;  miscellaneous  nuisances  remedied,  1,245.  In  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  1,312  were  reported  and  appropriately  dealt  with. 


HOUSING. 

No  new  dwelling-houses  were  built  during  the  year.  A  small 
number  of  houses  became  unsafe  for  habitation  because  of  war  conditions. 

The  general  condition  of  house  property  in  the  town  is  good.  No 
particular  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  owners  in  regard 
to  the  repair  of  property.  Again  it  was  not  possible  to  undertake  any 
systematic  inspection  of  house  property. 

The  possibility  of  overcrowding,  especially  in  those  houses  receiving 
evacuees,  has  been  carefully  watched,  and  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
billeting  officer  has  been  available  in  instances  of  overcrowding  whether 
due  to  “  official  ”  or  “  unofficial  ”  evacuees.  The  appointment  of  wardens 
in  those  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Corporation  for  large  families  from 
the  evacuation  areas  has  done  much  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which 
these  people  are  living. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Milk. — There  were  114  dairymen  (excluding  purveyors  of  bottled  milk) 
in  the  Borough  on  the  31st  December,  1941.  Forty-five  of  these  are  also 
producers  of  which  only  three  produce  milk  on  licence  granted  under  the 
terms  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  milk  purveyors  entitled  to  sell 
pasteurised  milk  by  licence  was  22. 
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The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  chemical  analysis  was  141, 
and  of  these  128  were  genuine. 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  which  proved  not  to  be  genuine.  It  was 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  11  cases. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
totalled  135.  Eighty-seven  of  these  were  of  milk  supplies  from  sources 
inside  the  Borough,  and  48  from  outside  the  Borough.  One  of  the  latter 
was  found  to  be  tuberculous. 

During  the  summer  months  of  1941,  there  were  numerous  complaints 
of  sour  milk.  Milk  was  either  sour  when  delivered  to  the  consumer,  or 
became  so  shortly  after  delivery.  Several  reasons  have  been  presented 
for  this  state  of  affairs  which  existed  only  to  a  small  degree  in  1940  and 
not  at  all  prior  to  the  war.  Transport  difficulties,  re-arrangement  of 
distribution  methods,  the  farmer,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  and  double 
summer-time,  have  all  been  blamed.  Apparently  the  evening  and  follow¬ 
ing  morning  milkings  are  collected  by  the  milk  hauliers  and  delivered  to 
the  dairymen  by  about  12  noon.  The  milk  is  stored  by  the  dairymen  and 
delivered  to  the  consumer  next  morning,  so  that  some  of  the  milk  is  up  to 
40  hours  old  when  the  consumer  receives  it.  While  positive  efforts  are 
being  made  to  get  over  the  difficulty  by  rationalisation  of  the  trade,  it 
may  be  submitted  that  consumers  could  solve  the  problem  by  insisting  on 
receiving  the  milk  on  the  day  that  the  dairyman  receives  it.  This  would 
mean  that  the  householder  would  get  milk  some  time  after  12  noon  each 
day,  not  an  alarming  position  if  she  realises  that  she  is  merely  receiving 
the  milk  which  would  otherwise  be  delivered  to  her  next  morning.  The 
idea  that  the  early  morning  delivery  of  milk  is  the  freshest  is  hard  to  kill. 

The  visits  of  Inspection  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  food 
are  as  follows :  — Public  slaughter-houses,  845 ;  private  slaughter-houses, 
nil;  butchers’  shops,  2,583;  fish  and  poultry  shops,  1,786;  other  shops, 
3,009;  restaurants,  etc.,  136;  ice  cream  workshops,  52;  ice  cream  stalls, 
161;  potted  meat  and  fish  works,  447;  piggeries,  37;  milk  farms,  9; 
private  premises  where  pigs  were  killed,  15;  total,  9,089. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  hospital  and  institutional  pro¬ 
vision  for  Southport  patients  and  others  living  in  the  district  temporarily; 
the  numbers  of  admissions  and  discharges  to  these  hospitals  during  1941 
are  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  9. 

Infectious  Disease. — There  are  70  beds  at  New  Hall  Hospital  together 
with  an  additional  40  at  the  New  Hall  (Wigan  Camp)  Annexe.  Additional 
accommodation  provided  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  form  of  huts  is  in 
the  course  of  erection.  A  further  32  beds  will  thus  shortly  be  made 
available. 

Sanatoria. — The  tuberculosis  pavilion  at  New  Hall  Hospital  holds  22 
beds,  11  male  and  11  female,  with  additional  hut  accommodation  for  14 
patients,  making  a  total  altogether  of  36  beds. 

Maternity. — The  -accommodation  held  available  at  the  Hydropathic 
Hospital  and  Rosefield  Hall  was  handed  over  because  of  special  urgent 
need  to  the  Liverpool  Corporation  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  For  some 
months  10  post-natal  beds  in  the  Swindells  Ward  at  the  Southport 
Infirmary  were  used  and  mothers  and  babies  after  a  week  were  transferred 
to  these  beds  from  the  Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Hospital.  Under 
this  arrangement  it  was  possible  for  more  confinements  to  take  place  at 
the  hospital  than  would  otherwise  have  been  practicable.  On  the  1st 
February,  1941,  all  the  beds  at  St.  Katherine’s  Home  were  reserved,  and 
on  the  1st  November  the  control  of  the  Home  was  taken  over  completely 
by  the  Corporation  Another  hospital  was  opened  at  the  Red  House, 
Ainsdale,  with  accommodation  for  15  patients,  and  this  became  available 
in  September.  The  present  maternity  bed  accommodation  is,  therefore, 
as  follows :  — Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Hospital,  30  beds  (both  normal 
and  abnormal  cases  admitted) ;  St.  Katherine’s  Emergency  Maternity  Hos¬ 
pital,  15  beds;  and  the  Red  House  Emergency  Maternity  Hospital,  15  beds. 

Skin  Diseases  and  V.D. — The  hospital  in  Pilkington  Road  has  accom¬ 
modation  for  six  adults  and  10  children.  The  children’s  ward  is  supple¬ 
mented  by  30  beds  at  the  Roe  Lane  Skin  Hospital. 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick. — The  normal  accommodation  of  62  beds  at 
Fleetwood  Road  Hospital  has  from  time  to  time  had  to  be  increased.  Sick 
patients  of  all  categories  are  admitted  to  Ormskirk  County  Hospital,  those 
suitable  for  Fleetwood  Road  Hospital  being  transferred  as  vacancies  occur 
and  those  requiring  mental  treatment  are  sent  to  one  of  the  County 
Mental  Hospitals  if  necessary. 
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HOSTEL  ACCOMMODATION. 


Expectant  Mothers. — There  are  two  hostels,  at  79,  Albert  Road.  South- 
port,  and  41,  Leyland  Road,  to  which  mothers  from  Merseyside  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  come  while  awaiting  confinement.  If  these  mothers  have 
children  under  five  years  of  age  they  are  admitted  to  the  Creche  at  69, 
Albert  Road,  where  there  is  accommodation  for  30  such  children. 

Blind. — At  19,  Park  Crescent  there  is  accommodation  for  45  blind 
persons  from  the  more  dangerous  areas. 


WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

There  were  60  places  for  children  under  five  at  the  King  Street  Day 

Nursery  on  the  31st  December,  1941.  This  is  to  be  supplemented  by 

accommodation  for  40  at  Crossens  and  40  at  Birkdale.  Residential  accom- 
* 

modation  where  children  may  stay  the  full  24  hours  daily  is  being  provided 
for  20  children  at  24,  Grosvenor  Road,  and  while  blitz-free  conditions  con¬ 
tinue,  10  of  the  beds  at  69,  Albert  Road  will  be  used  for  this  purpose  also. 


* 
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CORPORATION  HOSPITALS 


ADMISSIONS,  DISCHARGES,  ETC.,  1941. 


Name  of 
Hospital. 

Type  of 
Patient. 

No.  in 
Hospital, 
31/12/40. 

Admitted. 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died 

In 

Hospital, 

31/12/41. 

New  Hall 

Diphtheria 

7 

234 

207 

7 

27 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

357 

349 

— 

29 

C.S.  Fever 

— 

48 

40 

6 

2 

Measles 

— 

16 

16 

— 

- - 

Paratyphoid 

- — ■ 

33 

32 

- — - 

1 

Typhoid  . 

— 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Cliickenpox 

3 

20 

23 

— 

— 

Erysipelas . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

- — 

German  Measles  . 

— 

17 

17 

— 

— 

Dysentery . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

1 

4 

5 

- — 

— 

Obs.  &  O.D. 

18 

131 

142 

3 

4 

50 

869 

840 

16 

63 

Tuberculosis 

29 

47 

•35 

18 

23 

New  Hall 

Diphtheria 

— 

75 

57 

— 

18 

Annexe 

Scarlet  Fever 

■ — 

123 

109 

• — - 

14 

Obs.  &  O.D . 

1 

21 

20 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  s... 

22 

109 

127 

1 

3 

German  Measles  . 

— 

Lb 

11 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

Ft 

11 

• — - 

— 

Measles 

3 

37 

40 

- — 

— 

26 

387 

375 

2 

36 

Fleetwood  Road 

Aged  and  Chronic 

Hospital 

Sick 

64 

97 

57 

38 

66 

V.D.  &  Skin 

V.D.  or  Skin 

4 

53 

55 

2 

_ 

Hospital 

Out-patient 

250 

215 

166 

*16 

283 

Pochin  Home  (1) 

Skin 

— 

301 

273 

— 

28 

Ormskirk  C. 

Hospital  Wards  . 

39 

197 

162 

22 

52 

Hospital  (2)  . 

Pavilion  . 

42 

70 

67 

3 

42 

Christiana 

Maternity 

Hartley 

Hospital 

22 

753 

752 

2 

21 

St.  Katherine’s  . 

Do. 

10 

260 

265 

— 

5 

Red  House  (3)  . 

Do. 

— 

41 

30 

- — - 

11 

*  Transfers. 

(1)  Opened  March,  1941. 

(2)  Ormskirk  County  Hospital  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

(3)  Opened  September,  1941. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Ante-  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. — In  all  1,122  mothers  attended  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinics.  Three  sessions  per  week  were  held  at  the  Christiana  Hartley 
Maternity  Hospital  for  mothers  “  booking  ”  a  bed  at  one  of  the  maternity 
hospitals  run  by  the  Corporation.  For  other  mothers  the  clinic  at  44, 
Hoghton  Street  was  available.  A  separate  session  was  devoted  at  the 
latter  address  to  the  work  of  a  post-natal  clinic.  All  mothers  are  invited 
to  this  clinic  four  weeks  after  confinement;  231  mothers  attended  during 
1941,  which  is  an  improvement  on  previous  years,  indicating  that  this 
essential  form  of  service  is  becoming  better  appreciated. 

Midwifery. — Thirty-two  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 
in  the  area  of  the  local  authority.  Four  of  these  were  engaged  in  the 
Municipal  Midwifery  Service,  which  dealt  with  215  cases,  of  which  176  were 
in  the  complete  charge  of  the  midwife,  and  in  39  instances  the  midwife 
attended  as  a  maternity  nurse.  The  municipal  midwives  made  190  first 
visits  to  expectant  mothers  which,  with  re-visits,  made  a  total  of  1,882 
visits.  The  total  number  of  nursing  visits  amounted  to  3,838. 

Fifteen  midwives  were  attached  to  lying-in  hospitals  in  the  town,  which 
dealt  with  973  births.  Nine  of  the  midwives  in  private  practice  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  care  of  120  cases,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  midwife  in 
91  of  this  number  and  as  maternity  nurses  in  the  remainder.  Doctors 
delivered  31  domiciliary  cases  with  the  assistance  of  someone  other  than 
one  of  the  nine  midwives  referred  to.  There  were  14  nursing  homes 
registered  for  the  admission  of  maternity  cases,  but  the  number  actually 
admitting  mothers  during  the  year  was  less.  One  hundred  and  forty-two 
births  occurred  in  nursing  homes. 

Notification  of  Births.- — Of  the  1,498  births  which  took  place  in  South- 
port,  the  following  table  shows  (a)  that  505,  or  34  per  cent,  of  them  were 
born  to  mothers  not  ordinarily  resident  in  the  Borough;  (b)  that  973,  or 
66  per  cent.,  were  born  in  maternity  hospitals  controlled  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion;  and  (c)  by  including  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service  that  1,188,  or 
nearly  80  per  cent.,  took  place  in  services  provided  and  controlled  by  the 
Corporation. 


Live- 

births. 

Still¬ 

births. 

Total. 

Southport. 

Others. 

Christiana  Hartley  Maternity  Hosp. 
St  Katharine’s  E.M.  Hospital 

659 

32 

691 

450 

241 

228 

4 

232 

65 

167 

Red  House  E.M.  Hospital 

39 

- — 

39 

19 

20 

Municipal  Midwives  . 

207 

8 

215 

196 

19 

Domiciliary  Private  Midwives 

145 

6 

151 

141 

10 

Nursing  Homes 

138 

4 

142 

114 

28 

Skin  Hospital 

11 

— 

11 

6 

5 

Other  . 

16 

1 

17 

2 

15 

1443 

55 

1498 

993 

505 

10 


Welfare  Centres. — There  are  five  in  the  town,  and  the  table  below 
shows  the  attendances  at  each  of  these  during  the  year  1941,  with  the 
exception  of  the  attendances  of  mothers  and  children  evacuated  from  other 
areas,  the  figures  for  which  are  combined  and  shown  separately.  Dried 
milk  under  the  National  Milk  Scheme  and  cod  liver  oil  and  fruit  juices 
under  the  Vitamin  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  are  issued  at  these 
Centres.  Clerical  and  other  help  are  provided  by  the  members  of  the 
Voluntary  Child  Welfare  Committee,  which  continues  to  play  an  important 
part  in  the  infant  welfare  work  in  the  town. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  SOUTHPORT  WELFARE  CENTRES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 


Name  of 
Centre 

Attendances 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Infants 

Children 
over  1  and 
under  5 

1st 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1st 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1st 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

1st 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

Hampton  Road . 

165 

3,044 

21 

92 

162 

2,028 

6 

1,159 

High  Park  . 

122 

2,677 

8 

4 

115 

1,894 

17 

1,080 

Liverpool  Road . 

110 

2,601 

— 

— 

109 

1,700 

8 

1,333 

Crossens  . 

71 

1,696 

- — 

■ — - 

70 

1,076 

2 

864 

Hoghton  Street . 

89 

1,840 

5 

3 

87 

1,177 

12 

889 

Totals . 

557 

11,858 

34 

99 

543 

7,875 

45 

5,321 

Evacuees  . 

327 

3,603 

29 

46 

201 

2,503 

202 

1,802 

Grand  Totals  . 

884 

15,461 

63 

145 

744 

10,378 

247 

7,123 

Health  Visitors. — Two  additional  Health  Visitors,  making  a  total  of 
1*2,  were  included  in  the  staff  during  1941  because  of  the  extra  work  due  to 
the  war.  Their  duties,  like  the  permanent  members  of  the  staff,  include 
those  of  School  Nurse.  During  1941,  418  visits  were  paid  to  expectant 
mothers,  of  which  125  were  first  visits.  In  the  case  of  children  under  one 
year  the  total  visits  came  to  8,213,  of  which  1,234  were  first  visits.  The 
total  number  of  visits  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  was  10,561 ; 
142  additional  visits  were  paid  to  boarded-out  children,  and  44  visits  to 
nurse  children. 

Home  Help. — This  service  has  been  continued.  A  full-time  Help  is 
now  employed  in  addition  to  those  women  who  are  on  the  list  for  Home 
Help  duties  when  needed. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Diphtheria. — Two  hundred  and  thirty-four  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  and  this  incidence  must  be  regarded  as  excessive. 
The  increased  prevalence  of  this  disease  commenced  as  early  as  the  month 
of  April  and  continued  steadily  until  the  end  of  the  year.  May  and 
October  were  outstanding  months,  a  total  of  75  cases  being  admitted  in 
these  two  months  alone.  There  wTas  no  local  concentration  of  the  disease 
in  any  particular  area.  Six  deaths,  which  were  due  to  this  complaint, 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Immunisation. — A  determined  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  number 
of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who  are  protected  against  Diphtheria, 
and  during  the  twelve  months,  1,985  children  were  immunised.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  estimated  that  54  per  cent,  of  children  in  this  age  group 
are  protected. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  also  high  and  during 
the  year  381  cases  were  notified.  The  greatest  incidence  occurred  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  year.  The  disease  was  mild  in  type  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Three  cases  were  notified,  two  of  which  later  proved 
to  be  negative.  One  patient,  an  elderly  female,  was  transferred  to  the 
hospital  from  a  local  nursing  home  to  which  she  had  been  admitted  direct 
from  an  outside  area.  The  necessary  precautions  were  observed  locally 
and  no  further  case  occurred.  Information  regarding  this  case  was  passed 
on  to  the  Department  in  whose  area  she  had  apparently  contracted  the 
disease. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. — -On  August  25th  a  man  suffering  from  paratyphoid 
fever  was  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  the  Southport  Infir¬ 
mary.  On  August  29th  a  man  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  Infirmary 
for  an  operation  for  inguinal  hernia  was  found  to  be  excreting  paratyphoid 
B“H”  organism  in  the  faeces  and  urine,  and  he  was  immediately  transferred 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  His  work  proved  to  be  that  of  a  labourer  at 
a  milk  farm  within  the  Borough.  On  August  30th  all  the  contacts  at  the 
farm  were  examined,  with  the  result  that  one  girl  aged  six  years,  an 
evacuee  living  at  the  farm,  gave  a  positive  Widal  reaction  and  was  removed 
to  Hospital. 

On  September  1st  a  girl  attending  the  School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic 
gave  a  history  which  suggested  an  intestinal  infection,  and  paratyphoid 
B“H”  organism  were  isolated  from  specimens  obtained  from  the  girl  and 
her  mother  who  had  also  complained  of  symptoms  suggesting  infection. 

The  milk  supply  from  the  farm  had  been  stopped  on  August  30th  as 
a  precautionary  measure,  but  it  was  found  that  the  four  cases  discovered 
up  to  September  5th  had  been  supplied  by  a  retailer  who  obtained  milk 
from  the  suspected  farm. 
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On  September  12th  and  13th  visits  were  made  by  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  to  150  houses  supplied  with  this  milk.  As  a  result  20  persons 
were  admitted  to  Hospital  for  further  investigation;  amongst  these  were 
the  retail  dairyman  and  his  son.  Further  examination  at  the  Hospital 
proved  that  all  the  admissions  were  convalescing  after  an  attack  of  para¬ 
typhoid  B  fever.  Of  these,  only  three  were  in  the  acute  phase  of  the  disease. 
A  second  house-to-house  visit  was  made  on  September  19th  and  20th  and 
one  more  case  was  discovered. 

The  labourer  at  the  milk  farm  who  was  found  to  be  excreting  the 
organisms  of  paratyphoid  B“H”  had  been  accustomed  to  assist  at  the 
evening  milking,  and  he  was  considered  to  have  been  the  source  of  this 
small  outbreak  of  the  disease.  In  order  to  conserve  the  milk  supply  for 
liquid  consumption,  arrangements  were  made  with  a  local  pasteurising 
firm  to  pasteurise  the  supply  from  September  1st  onwards. 

A  final  house-to-house  visit  was  made  on  September  26th  which  pro¬ 
duced  no  results  and  no  further  cases  occurred. 

The  disease  was  very  mild  in  type  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
acute  stage  had  occurred  about  the  end  of  the  second  week  and  during 
the  third  week  of  August.  The  illness  was  so  mild  in  character  that  in 
many  cases  no  doctor  had  been  called  in,  and  in  the  others,  owing  to  the 
short  duration  of  the  acute  stage,  the  presence  of  this  disease  was  not 
suspected. 

On  September  8th,  and  again  on  September  17th,  all  the  doctors  in 
the  town  were  acquainted  by  letter  of  the  facts  and  advice  was  offered  in 
suspected  cases. 

No  further  cases  were  discovered  after  September  20th,  and  21  of  the 
28  notified  cases  were  traceable  to  the  infected  milk  supply.  Of  the  other 
seven  cases  notified  during  the  year  three  were  probably  associated  with 
a  larger  outbreak  which  occurred  in  an  adjacent  town.  Two  were  found 
not  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease  and  the  infective  source  of  the 
remaining  two  was  not  discovered. 

Dysentery. — Eight  cases  were  notified,  three  of  whom  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  found  to  be  infected  with  the  Sonne  type  of 

bacillus. 

Erysipelas. — Thirty-five  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  24  in 
the  previous  year.  Two  of  these  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Measles  and  German  Measles. — During  the  year  780  cases  of  measles 
were  notified  and  <48  cases  of  German  Measles.  A  small  number  of  these, 
i.e.,  53  of  the  former  and  28  of  the  latter  disease,  were  admitted  to  hospital 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  case  or  unsatisfactory  home  conditions. 

Whooping  Gough. — Five  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  were  notified 
and  111  of  these  were  treated  in  hospital.  In  many  instances  the  disease 
was  severe  and  three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  cause. 


Cerebro-spinal  fever. — Thirty-six  cases  were  notified,  all  of  whom  were 
admitted  to  Hospital.  Treatment  was  successful  in  32  cases,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  due  to  the  disease  was  four. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — One  case  was  notified  and  was  treated  at 
home. 

Undulant  Fever.— One  case  was  notified  and  treated  at  home. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Fifty-six  of  the  87  new  cases  notified  were  suffering  from  pulmonary 
disease  as  compared  with  36  out  of  the  72  notified  in  the  previous  year. 
The  accommodation  at  New  Hall  Sanatorium  again  had  to  be  used  sparingly 
so  that  cases  in  most  urgent  need  of  institutional  treatment  should  not 
suffer  by  devoting  beds  to  cases  not  likely  to  benefit.  In  the  winter  months 
it  is  not  possible  to  use  many  of  the  huts,  and  the  scheme  for  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  these  huts,  with  a  brick  pavilion  has,  of  necessity,  had  to  be 
postponed  because  of  the  war.  Little  or  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
securing  hospital  treatment  for  non-pulmonary  cases  in  hospitals  outside 
the  Borough.  The  numbers  of  admissions  and  discharges  at  the  New 
Hall  Sanatorium  are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  9. 

During  the  year  the  number  on  the  Dispensary  Register  increased 
from  266  to  297,  the  increase  being  due  to  some  extent  to  the  reception 
of  patients  transferred  from  other  areas.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
billeting  officer  it  is  ensured  that  evacuated  persons  are  not  billeted  in  the 
homes  of  tuberculous  patients. 

The  Southport  Voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  widened  the 
scope  of  its  work  during  the  year.  Twenty-seven  households  were  assisted 
in  one  form  or  another  and  for  varying  periods  during  the  year.  The 
acknowledgment  of  the  useful  purpose  of  voluntary  committees  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  2526  is  gratifying. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

At  the  end  of  1941,  281  persons  were  under  treatment  as  compared 
with  236  twelve  months  before.  The  new  cases  are  classified  as  follows :  — 
Syphilis,  22  males,  18  females;  gonorrhoea,  48  males,  44  females;  non- 
venereal,  38  males,  44  females;  total,  214  persons. 

The  attendances  at  the  Out-patient  Department  totalled  9,299  as  against 
6,776  in  the  previous  year.  Fifty-three  patients  were  admitted  for  in¬ 
patient  treatment.  Eleven  maternity  cases  were  admitted — four  syphilis  and 
seven  gonorrhoea.  Full-term  healthy  infants  were  born  in  each  case. 

Two  anti-venereal  disease  propaganda  campaigns  were  organised  in 
the  town  during  the  year  by  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council. 
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BLIND  WELFARE. 


At  the  beginning  of  1941  there  were  142  blind  persons  on  the  Register. 
During  the  year  15  names  were  added,  12  new  cases  and  three  transfers 
from  other  areas.  Eight  blind  persons  died.  The  total  of  149  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  may  be  classified  as  follows :  — (a)  57  males 
and  92  females,  (b)  three  under  16  years  of  age;  12  in  the  group  21  to  40 
years;  14  between  40  and  50  years;  38  between  50  and  65  years;  17  between 
65  and  70  years;  62,  70  years  and  over;  and  three  persons  whose  ages  are 
not  known. 

The  Home  Teacher  paid  2,157  visits  to  blind  persons  in  their  homes, 
and  110  classes  for  instruction  were  held.  Forty-eight  social  gatherings 
were  arranged. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  86  of  the  blind  persons  on  the  Register  were 
receiving  weekly  grants,  and  during  the  year  the  total  grants  amounted 
to  £3,948.  Fifteen  blind  persons  are  resident  in  approved  Institutions 
for  the  Blind. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

All  but  two  of  the  schools  scheduled  for  routine  medical  inspection 
were  visited  during  the  year,  and  1,865  children  were  examined.  In 
addition,  the  routine  inspection  included  118  evacuees.  There  was  nothing 
outstanding  to  report,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a  note  (see  below)  on 
the  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Scabies.  Apart  from  this  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  deterioration  in  the  general  medical  condition  of  the 
schoolchildren  attributable  to  the  war.  In  this  connection  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  the  nutrition  of  these  children  is  set  out  below,  together  with  the 
figures  for  the  previous  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  comparison :  — 


Children 
examined 
during  the 
year. 

Percentage 

Excellent. 

Normal. 

Slightly 
Sub -normal. 

Bad. 

1941 . 

1,983 

7-8 

84-5 

7-6 

0-15 

1940 . 

2,749 

7-6 

83-4 

8-7 

0-29 

1939 . 

1,812 

10-3 

82-9 

6-7 

0-11 

1938 . 

2,221 

8-1 

83-6 

8-1 

0-18 

15 


“  Special  ”  inspections  reached  a  total  of  12,832.  This  number  included 
4,415  evacuees,  examined  either  at  school  or  clinic. 

In  addition  to  the  1,983  children  seen  at  the  Routine  Medical  Inspec- 
t  tion,  3,325  children  were  examined  in  regard  to  their  nutritional  condition. 
Three  only,  or  0.09  per  cent.,  of  the  total  were  listed  in  category  D,  i.e., 
whose  nutritional  condition  was  bad;  appropriate  steps  were  taken  to  deal 
with  these  children.  In  category  A,  i.e.,  “  Excellent,”  the  number  was 
174,  or  5.23  per  cent.;  in  category  B,  i.e.,  “Normal,”  there  were  2,915,  or 
87.67  per  cent.;  and  in  category  C,  i.e.,  those  whose  nutritional  standard 
was  “  Slightly  Sub-normal,”  the  number  was  233,  or  7.01  per  cent. 

Supplementary  meals  of  milk  or  the  Oslo  sandwich,  together  with 
mid-day  meals,  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  necessitous  cases  if  the 
Medical  Officer  recommends  supplementary  feeding.  Otherwise  they  are 
available  for  all  children  if  their  parents  are  prepared  to  pay.  The  meals 
and  sandwiches  are  provided  from  the  communal  kitchen  established  by  the 
Local  Authority.  The  milk  is  supplied  by  two  local  pasteurising  firms. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  treatment  clinics  was  generally  higher 
than  in  pre-war  days,  this  being  due  to  the  additional  child  population. 
A  special  clinic  for  minor  ailments  is  held  on  one  session  per  week,  at 
which  a  member  of  the  Bootle  School  Medical  Staff  is  present. 

Conditions  for  which  the  war  is  responsible  made  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  surveillance  of  school  children  in  relation  to  their  cleanliness. 
In  the  course  of  their  visits  to  the  schools,  the  Nurses  made  32,166  inspec¬ 
tions,  and  516  individual  children  were  found  to  be  uncleanly.  In  the 
previous  years  the  numbers  were  respectively: — 1940,  426  children;  1939, 
268  children;  and  1938,  166. 

Much  concern  was  felt  about  the  possible  incidence  of  scabies,  and  in 
the  absence  of  reliable  figures  additional  steps  were  taken  in  the  schools 
to  detect  verminous  conditions.  These  failed  to  produce  the  numbers  of 
cases  that  at  first  were  thought  to  be  suffering  from  the  complaint. 
Actually  274  children  were  treated;  during  1940  the  number  was  132. 
The  number  of  inspections  of  these  children  in  the  clinic  totalled  489  in 
1940  and  997  in  1941.  The  numbers  of  attendances  for  treatment  were 
8,859  and  10,729  respectively. 

The  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service  during  the  year  1941  included 
the  routine  dental  inspection  of  4,612  children,  and  1,292  children  were 
examined  as  “  Specials  ”,  making  a  total  of  5,904,  of  which  4,791  were 
found  to  require  treatment.  The  number  actually  treated  was  3,155, 
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